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honour of the gatheriag, -doesvmuch.'to 'bind people to a
religion which receives such services from Bullions. II"
for a single year'these- daily services "'and periodical
gc.:herings were intermitted; Hinduism'would-t^ greatly
weakened.
Iii addition to the domestic, /social, and public in*
fluencies which guard .and uphold the existing state of.
things, there is the tremendous power of personal gain
and honour. The honour, the wealth, the very, sub-
sistence of large influential classes, are bound^up with
the maintenance of idolatry. The Pundits, the guard-
ians- and expositors of their sacred books; the>\Pundas
who minister in the "temples; the Gungapu-trs who
serve at the river side; the Purohits, the family priests;
the Gurus, the father confessors and guides of the
people; and the Jyotishees, the astrologers, with their
families and relations, would be stripped of their honour
and gain, of their very means of living, if Hinduism .was
at once abandoned. Benares is a great commercial as
well as religious city. If it ceased to be Hindu, we
cannot suppose its commerce would be paralyzed; but
as a considerable part of its ordinary trade is dependent
on the thousands of pilgrims who resort to it, on the money
they expend on food, on gifts to the priests, and on the
purchage of articles exposed for sale, great loss would be
in the first place incurred The many artisans now em-
jau^ed in making images of stone and brass, would find-
no purchasers for their goods. In addition to the
pecuniary loss which directly and'indirectly would fall
on all classes, the whble community would feel.the glory
of Kasee, the Splendid City, had departed, when,
stripped of its sacredness, crowds of pilgrims no longer
filled its streets, frequented its temples, or bathed at -